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We have had an excit ing month 


at KQA! Our school was 


selected to host 13 student 


teaching candidates from China 


and we had a great t ime sharing 


how we learn over the five days 


of their visits. The student 


teachers were from the Capital 


Normal University of Beijing 


and the Captial Northeastern 


Normal University of China. We 


really enjoyed learning about 


their country and how their life 


is both similar and different 


from our lives in Colorado.


A NOTE FROM 


MRS. SPREITZER


KEY DATES


October will hold a lot  of 


excit ing things! We will be 


celebrat ing ROCKTOBER with 


a  lot  of fun act ivit ies planned 


by our Kindness Committee. 


On Thursday, October 24, we 


encourage our students to 


wear purple, or their favorite 


baseball gear - it  will be one 


rockin' day at KQA!


Thank you to all of you who 


helped provide meals for our 


Parent/Student/Teacher 


conferences. We all felt  so loved 


and we appreciated the gift  of a 


warm meal! Special thanks to 


our amazing PTO for their work 


in gett ing everything ready, 


organized, and cleaned up 


afterwards - your work 


support ing our staff is so 


appreciated!


KQA's PTO meets on the 2nd 


Monday of every month @ 2:45 


pm if you would like to check it  


all out and lend a hand.


10/4 Paid Dress Down Day


             Movie Night  @ 6:00 pm


10/11 Paid Dress Down Day


                Picture Retakes


10/14 PTO Meet ing 2:45 pm'


10/17 - 10/18 No School (In-Service)


10/24  ROCKTOBER Assembly 


10/25  Report  Cards Home


10/25 Free Dress Down Day


10/31 Fall Class Part ies 


11/1 No School 


11/7 Board Meet ing 6:30 pm


 11/11 Veterans Day Assembly 1:00      


                   PTO Meet ing 2:45 pm







A NOTE FROM THE NURSE


Dear parents, 


Tis the season for the flu, norovirus, colds, and head lice in our schools.


Typical symptoms of norovirus infect ion include vomit ing and non-bloody diarrhea.  Other symptoms may include 
low-grade fever, headache, muscle aches, nausea, abdominal cramps, chills, and malaise. The average durat ion of symptoms 
is 24-72 hours although it  can occur for 3-14 days after recovery.  People are most contagious from the moment they begin 
feeling ill until at least 48 hours after recovery. 


Typical symptoms of influenza include fever/chills, bad cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, bad headache, 
and fat igue. Most people who get influenza will recover in a few days to less than two weeks.  Most healthy adults may be 
able to infect other people beginning 1 day before symptoms develop and up to 5 to 7 days after becoming sick. Children 
may pass the virus for longer than 7 days. Symptoms start  1 to 4 days after the virus enters the body. That  means that  you 
may be able to pass on the flu to someone else before you know you are sick, as well as while you are sick. Some people 
can be infected with the flu virus but have no symptoms. During this t ime, those persons may st ill spread the virus to others.


Typical symptoms of the common cold include sneezing, runny or stuffy nose and sore throat. Most individuals become 
contagious about a day before cold symptoms develop and remain contagious for about five to seven days. 


All 3 of these condit ions are caused by viruses, so ant ibiot ics will not cure them.  They are all highly contagious.


All infected children should be excluded unt il they have been symptom-free for at  least  48 hours. 


- Pract ice good hand washing.
- Do not  return unt il the child is fever free for 48 hours WITHOUT medicat ion.
- Do not  return to school unt il there is no diarrhea for 48 hours WITHOUT medicat ion.
- Please help us control the spread of this infect ion by keeping your child home if they are ill or have been ill in the 


past  48 hours.


Head Lice


What  are head lice?


Head lice are t iny, wingless insects that live close to the human scalp. They feed on blood. The


eggs, also called nits, are t iny, tear-drop shaped eggs that attach to the hair shaft . Nits often appear


yellowish or white, and can look like dandruff but cannot be removed or brushed off. 


The adult  louse is the size of a sesame seed appears tan to grayish-white. An itchy and inflamed scalp is a common symptom 
of lice.


Who is affected by head lice?


Head lice are not related to cleanliness. In fact, head lice often infest people with good hygiene


and grooming habits. Infestat ions can occur at home, school or in the community. Head lice are


mostly spread by direct head-to-head contact? for example, during play at home or school, slumber


part ies, sports act ivit ies, or camp. Less often, lice are spread via objects that have been in recent


contact with a person with head lice, such as hats, scarves, hair ribbons, combs, brushes, stuffed


animals or bedding.


What to do if an infestat ion occurs?


Check your child?s head if you think your child has head lice. It?s important to talk to your healthcare provider to discuss the 
best treatment approach for your family.


Thank you, Marlene Gebhart, District  Nurse







Kinders  are cruising right 


along. We have a field trip on 


Friday, will be erupt ing 


volcanoes on the 11th, and 


have our class part ies on the 


31st!


Literacy


We are learning nouns and how 


phonemic blending.


Writ ing


We are learning proper 


sentence structure.


Math


We are grouping and will begin 


simple addit ion soon.


Science


We are  learning about our 5 


senses.


Social Studies


We are learning about North 


America.


KINDERGARTEN


Thank you to everyone who 


was able to attend 


parent/teacher conferences; 


we so enjoyed seeing all of you 


again! Time sure is flying by in 


first  grade! Our class Fall Party 


will be on October 31st.


Literacy


Our second unit 's content will 


focus on our community!


Writ ing


We will cont inue to work on 


our personal narrat ives as we 


delve into the writ ing process, 


followed by a unit  on fantasy.


Math


We will cont inue to work with 


addit ion and subtract ion 


strategies, and will begin to 


solve for unknown numbers.


Science


We will be looking at the states 


of matter this month!


Social Studies


We are taking a journey 


through t ime, as we look at the 


founding of our country, from 


the English sett lers to the 


American Revolut ion.


We have had an AWESOME 


beginning of the year. Time sure 


flies! In October, we have our 


first  field trip to Fritzler's Corn 


Maze and Pumpkin Patch and 


we are celebrat ing our Core 


Knowledge Asian Culture Day! 


Here's what the month of 


October will bring in terms of 


knowledge.


Literacy


Animal Discoveries


Writ ing


Informative and Narrat ive


Math


Word Problems and Place 


Value


Science


Life Cycles


Social Studies


Early Ancient Civilizat ions and 


Asia


KINDERGARTEN! FIRST GRADE SECOND GRADE







THIRD GRADE FOURTH GRADE FIFTH GRADE


The first  quarter is flying by. It  


was great to talk to everyone at 


parent/teacher conferences. 


We also concluded our first  field 


trip to the Poudre Learning 


Center - rain and all!


Literacy


 Our first  book reports on a 


Magic Tree House book will 


begin soon and we are learning 


about the realist ic fict ion genre 


and how important cultures and 


tradit ions.


Writ ing


We are working on personal 


narrat ives and persuasive 


writ ing.


Math


We are fine turning our 


mult iplicat ion tables and  


wrapping up our first  unit , and 


will be moving on to unit  two 


short ly.


Science


Mrs. Johnson's class is finishing 


up a unit  on weather, while Mrs. 


Spencer's group is complet ing 


forces and motion.


Social Studies


We are looking forward to 


start ing a unit  on Native 


Americans.


We are working very hard in 


fourth grade. Checking Parent 


Portal helps students stay on 


track, turning in quality work! 


First  Quarter ends in 9 school 


days!


Literacy


We are working with text 


features, comparing and 


contrast ing, and cause and 


effect with our expository texts. 


We also began a realist ic fict ion 


story in Wonders about how 


our act ions affect others.


Writ ing


This month, Mrs. Eppler's class 


is mastering the art  of friendly 


let ters, while Mrs. Chinn's class 


are working on personal 


narrat ives.


Math


1x2, 2x2, and 1x3 digit  


mult iplicat ion is our main  focus 


for Unit  2. 


Science


We are st ill learning about 


natural hazards, weather, and 


tectonic.


Social Studies


We are current ly studying the 


five regions of Colorado. Ask 


your student what region you 


live in.


The last day of the quarter is 


October 18th. Please make sure 


your student is checking their 


grades!


Literacy


We have started our poetry 


books. Ask your child about the 


poem they wrote about  being 


insincere!


Writ ing


We are working on a research 


writ ing piece based on farming.


Math


Still working on fract ions. We 


love fract ions!


Science


We will be working on what 


happens when we mix matter 


together.


Social Studies


We are studying the early 


people of America.


Just a reminder that students 


can fix assignments for better 


grades upon their teacher's 


approval.







MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                                     


COUNSELOR'S CORNER


Field Trip to the Corn Maze


The KQA Middle School will be taking students to Fritzler's Corn 


Maze as a reward for good grades this first  quarter. Students who do 


not have two Ds or an F will be eligible  to go to the corn maze on 


October 11th. Those students who do have two Ds or an F will have 


that t ime to finish assignments before the end of the quarter in order 


to improve their grades. Please look for permission slips on Monday, 


October 7th.


Middle School Fall Fest ival


The Middle School Fall Fest ival will be held on November 8th from 5 


to 7 pm. This event is for middle school students only. There will be a 


dance, carnival games, and concessions. Admission is $1 and games 


are $0.50 each or three for $1. Country att ire is welcome!


Boys Basketball


Boys basketball will officially begin on October 7th with the first  


game on October 21st. If your son is interested in playing, please 


email Mr. Korgan at isaac.korgan@weldre5j.org. 


Student  Shout  Outs


The middle school teachers are 


excited about our Student Shout 


Outs. Students can earn shout 


outs for extra class part icipat ion, 


acts of kindness, helping a 


teacher, etc. These work as money 


at our Student Leadership 


concessions and can be used to 


buy candy, drinks, snacks, and 


prizes. If you would like                                                       


to donate gift  items or money to 


help support                                                       


our student shout outs please 


contact                                                            


Mrs. Cherico at  


jennifer.cherico@weldre5j.org 


Conversat ions About School


"How was school today ?" is a quest ion that will usually not get you 
very far with your child.  Here are some ideas of how to get a better 
picture of his/her day.


"What?s the coolest thing that happened today?"


"What made you laugh today?"


"How were you kind or helpful today?"


"How was someone kind or helpful to you today?"


"Let?s see what you brought home."


"Show me what you have for homework."







Mr. Stoody?s 
Physical Educat ion Class


October is volleyball month in 


PE!


We'll be working on all the 


basic volleyball skills at age 


appropriate levels in grade         


3 - 8. Grades 1 - 2 will be 


working on basic striking and 


volleying skills using balloons, 


foam balls, and beach balls.  


I even hope to get a lit t le 


volleying pract ice in with our 


kindergartners, using balloons, 


of course!


A lot of elementary students 


have been arriving to PE with 


Inappropriate footwear. 


Without proper footwear, risk 


of injuries increases. 


Appropriate footwear would 


include running , basketball, 


cross trainers, and tennis shoes. 


Skateboarding shoes are less 


ideal, but would also be safe 


and acceptable.  Please make 


sure you know when your lit t le 


one has PE and send them to 


school with appropriate 


footwear on those days.  It 's all 


about their safety and 


wellbeing.


NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALS...


KQA MUSIC CONCERTS - FALL/WINTER 


Mrs. Dermer's
Art  Class


For the next couple of weeks, 


our students will be finishing 


their projects for the Original 


Works fundraiser. Original 


Works is a company that prints 


student artwork on a variety of 


high quality products that you 


can purchase. These make great 


gifts for the holidays. The 


money collected from the 


fundraiser will help buy art  


supplies (clay, paint, plaster, 


etc.) for this school year. Look 


for your student 's artwork and 


fundraiser packet the week of 


October 14th and make sure to 


have your money and order 


form sent back to Mrs. Dermer 


by Friday, October 25th if you 


would like to part icipate. Thank 


you so much for your support


Mrs. Ort iz's
Library Time


We have had a great start  to the 


year in library! Just a reminder, I 


would like to ensure that all 


library books are being taken 


care of, as well as enjoyed. 


Please encourage your children 


to respect books so that 


everyone can enjoy them for 


years to come.


Thursday, October 10th @ 1:45 & 7 pm ? Show Choir


 Monday, December 9th @ 6:30 ? Band/Orchestra & Show Choir


Tuesday, December 10th @ 1:45 & 6:30 ? First /Second Grades


Wednesday, December 11th @ 1:45 & 6:30 ? Fifth Grade


Thursday, December 12th @ 1:45 & 6:30 ? Third/Fourth Grades 


Friday, December 13th @ 9 am ONLY ?Kindergarten







KINDERGARTEN


PICTURE Retakes 


Picture retakes will be taken on 


Friday, October 11th. Please 


have students bring their photo 


packets with them to return to 


the photographer. Students that 


did not have their picture taken 


in August will also have their 


picture taken on October 11th. 


Order forms are available in the 


office.


Fall and Holiday Craft  Market


Saturday October 12, 2019 


8am-4pm


Wreaths, ornaments, Christmas 


ornaments, wood signs, 


crocheted items, handmade 


mit tens, jellies, jams, breads, 


dog treats, home decor, and 


MUCH MORE!!


Kiddie Korner and concessions 


provided by KQA's SLT (Student 


Leadership Team) while you 


shop.


Proceeds go towards KQA 


Kindness Committee /  KQA 


Sunshine Committee.


Please contact Andrea Hath at 


andrea.hatch@weldre5j.org if 


you have any quest ions.


LEGO ROBOTICS NOTEWORTHY


Knowwledge Quest Academy 


has been host ing competit ive 


FIRST LEGO League Teams for 


the past 10 years. We are 


seeking $435 to provide 


funding to register a 2nd team 


and to register both KQA 


teams for the qualifying event 


at Liberty High School on 


Saturday, November 9. 


Please consider support ing 


these 15 4th - 8th graders and 


their coaches.


Our students work together ..


- Building and programming 


robots - learning how both 


hardware and software teams 


must work together for overall 


success


- Learn about brick 


programming


- Invest igate the challenges on 


the robot ics table and develop 


strategies to accomplish as 


many mission in 2 .5 minutes 


as they can


- Part icipate in team building 


challenges that foster listening 


and problem solving skills


- Explore, ident ify, and 


problem solve a real issure in 


the community related to the 


annual theme. This year its 


City Shaper


- Develop a 5-minute creat ive 


project presentat ion 


demonstrat ing the problem 


they  ident ified and their 


solut ion


- Learn about what happens 


during a competit ion where 


"coopert it ion" (a combinat ion 


of cooperat ion and 


competit ion) is the name of 


the game


Thank you for your 


considerat ion and support,


Diane Odbert


Middle School Math, Science, 


and Robotics facilitator


diane.odbert@weldre5j.org


VETERANS DAY INFO
KQA will be sponsoring an 


Essay Contest in honor of our 


Veterans. The subject is "Why 


do we celebrate Veterans 


Day?" 


All KQA students (K-8) are 


invited to part icipate. Parents 


may assist  students in 


Kindergarten through 2nd 


grade. 


Essays are due Monday, 


October 21st to either the 


student 's classroom teacher 


or the office. The essays will 


be judged by our local 


Johnstown /Milliken VFW.















What is the Tax Impact?


Residential: $3.66 /month per $100K 
of assessed home value


Example:
• $300K home $10.98/month
• $500K home $18.30/month


*Figures are approximate based on available data.


Ballot Question 5A
Factual Information


 What is a Mill Levy 
Override?


How Would the Funds be Used?


$4 million generated annually would be used in all district 
schools, including Knowledge Quest Academy, to:


• Expand Career and Technical Education (CTE) programming for 
middle and high school students by:


 » investing in additional teachers, materials, and programs.


• Attract and retain quality teachers and  staff by: 
 » providing full benefits and health care for teachers’ aides;
 » hiring instructional coaches to mentor staff in curriculum, 


professional development, and best practices; and
 » implementing a 1% base salary increase for all employees.


• Provide additional safety, security, and mental health support 
across the district by:


 » hiring school-based mental health professionals;
 » hiring school-based resource officers;
 » modifying  block scheduling for middle and high school students;
 » adding safety and security-related capital improvements; and
 » increasing operational support.


$4 Million
Safety, Security, and Mental Health 50% 


Quality Teachers and Staff 35%


Career and Technical Education 15%


Arguments “FOR” Arguments “AGAINST”
• Our staff deserve a competitive wage. • What educators and support staff do for our community 


is critical. However, wages have been stagnant in our 
communities, and many people haven’t received raises. 


How do I Register 
to Vote?


go to:


bit.ly/RE-5JVOTE


• Weld RE-5J must support our students’ mental health needs 
and enhance school safety and security to ensure students 
have a safe learning environment in order to thrive.


• Additional staff to support educators in the classroom are 
critical to implement new instructional techniques, new 
curriculum, and district initiatives.


• Mental health and school safety should be top priorities, 
but the solution is not to hire more personnel.


• Weld RE-5J needs to manage its resources to live within its 
means and stop asking for more money.


 


It is a voter-approved property tax which 
is utilized by the local school district 


to fund operating expenses. This is the 
only way a school district can collect 


additional operational dollars in the state 
of Colorado. All funds collected stay in 


the Weld RE-5J School District.


Find Out More: www.weldre5j.k12.co.us/bond







What is the Tax Impact?
Residential:  $5.66/month per $100K 


of assessed home value. Example:
• $300K home $16.98/month
• $500K home $28.30/month


*Figures are approximate based on available data.


Ballot Question 5B
Factual Information


How Would the Funds be Used?


$139.9  million bond funds would be used to:


• Improve safety and security districtwide by securing building entryways 
and upgrading safety equipment.


• Replace Letford Elementary to accommodate student growth and 
improve learning environments.


 » Build a PreK-5 school in Johnstown on donated land. 
 » Provide the matching funds required to receive $8.3 million in a 


state “BEST” grant for this project.


• Construct a new middle school in Milliken on donated land  (contingent 
on bond passing) to ease overcrowding and expand STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) and Career Pathways programming. 


• Build a transportation and maintenance facility on donated land in 
Milliken to reduce traffic congestion from Roosevelt High School and to 
provide centralized warehousing and maintenance of District buildings.


• Secure land for a future high school and build a district stadium to 
address growth.


• Provide additions and renovations to classrooms and other learning 
spaces at Roosevelt High School to address rapid enrollment growth and 
expand Career Pathways programs.


• Convert Milliken Middle School to an elementary school through 
renovations and additions.


• At Pioneer Ridge and Milliken Elementary Schools, replace roofs, heating, 
plumbing, and perform other critical repairs to extend the life of existing 
facilities and improve energy efficiency.


• Provide a pro rata share of funds for improvements at Knowledge Quest 
Academy (per state statute).


What is a Bond?
It is a voter-approved method of borrowing 


funds that are used for local school and district 
capital construction projects. All funds collected 


stay in the Weld RE-5J School District.


District-Wide Growth


The Weld RE-5J Community last voted on a 
bond and mill levy override in 2003, which 


primarily funded the building of Pioneer Ridge 
Elementary School.  Since 2003, our student 


population has grown 98% and is projected to 
grow close to 25% more in the next 10 years.


Arguments “FOR” Arguments “AGAINST” 
• Letford Elementary has few years left as a facility that can 


continue housing staff and students.  We need to provide 
our matching funds to the BEST grant and build a school that 
can hold additional capacity as well as provide enhanced 
instructional 21st century learning spaces. 


• Weld RE-5J should have continuously improved Letford 
Elementary over the years so that the building would not 
be in the current state it is today.  The district should look 
elsewhere for financial assistance.


• This creates an additional burden on taxpayers and will 
not guarantee improvement in academic achievement.• Many of our school buildings are beyond their useful life span 


(50 years) and need to have significant repairs or be replaced.


State Funding
Colorado is in the bottom third nationwide for 


state education funding. The majority of school 
districts in Colorado depend on local funding. Our 
district receives 23% less than the state average.


 Find Out More: www.weldre5j.k12.co.us/bond







HALLOWEEN
Costume Drive


Follow Us on Facebook
for more information


Facebook.com/johnstownkiwanis


The Kiwanis Club of Johnstown-Milliken will be collecting new and gently 
used costumes (all sizes) and accessories to be distributed to kids in the 


community just in time for Halloween!


Please bring donations to any school in our district by October 21.  
Costumes will be distributed on October 22 at the FREE Costume Shopping 


Event!


If your child is in need of a Halloween Costume, please come to TopCO Realty in 
Johnstown, on October 22, 2019, beginning at 4 PM to browse and bring home a 


FREE costume for your child!


Costumes and accessories will be available on a first come, first served basis until 
everything is gone (or until 7 PM).


TopCO Realty
39 S. Parish Avenue, Suite 120


Johnstown, CO 80534
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